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Swinging the Hammer

The BFH crew was busy this month helping the Habitat and
Access crew with installing a new top rail on the Soda Lake
WHMA boundary fence. Cattle from an adjacent USFS graz-
ing allotment have been passing through the fence in recent
years, reducing forage available on the unit for wildlife and
hampering efforts to end supplemental feeding early on the
Soda Lake elk feedground. Since the length of the feeding
season is directly correlated with brucellosis prevalence,
keeping cattle off the unit facilitates brucellosis management.

Mapping EIk Ranges

Pinedale Brucellosis GIS specialist Chey
enne Burnett has been leading efforts to
update elk seasonal ranges in the Jack-

son and Pinedale regions with recently

acquired GPS and Vaginal Implant Transt

mitter (VIT) data. Updated seasonal
range maps are based on over 500 VIT
locations and nearly 600 eHcollar-> 1 f "«
of data to develop the new ranges, which
are being reviewed by the federal land
management agencies. Comments on
the newly updated ranges have been
overwhelmingly supportive since they
are based on quantitative data, and are
already being used by the Bridger Teton

National Forest for analyses in energy

development and travel planning efforts.
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Behind the Badge

Big Piney Game Warden Adam Hymas spent several days conducting antelope classifications. Fawn ratios
are lower in HA 88 than previous years at 65:100 does, but buck ratios are very good at 60:100 does with a
good recruitment of yearling bucks. North Pinedale Game Warden Bubba Haley spent several days classify-
ing antelope where he noticed a decrease in the overall number of antelope from previous years, likely due

to a high summer precipitation allowing antelope to disperse more.

While spending several days in the WY Range, Hymas observe He’p us

that scouting for deer and elk has become more popular and ex: ST
pects more people to be hunting this year if scouting is any indig Stan d WatCh e

tor.

= Hymas also worked on some false oath cases, a trapping
case and continued work on a case involving antelope
that were shot and left earlier in the summer.

B Warden Hymas and Jim Johnson taught a hunter educa-

| tion class in Big Piney and shortly afterward began receiv-
&=l ing requests for another one. Area residents can be ad-

' vised one will be taught in the spring and one in the late

| summer annually in Big Piney.
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Warden Haley also spent six days in the back country checking sheep hunters. To date, three nice rams
have been killed.
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At the Daniel Hatchery...

Daniel Hatchery personnel conducted 22 tours to a total of 75 people
during the month of August.

Hatchery staff also as&stedbrmer Plnedale Fish Techn|C|an Alex

with fin -cllpplng and tagging Colorado River cutthroat trout for his re-
search project studying the movement dynamics of stocked fish La-
barge Creek.

Seasonal technician Alysia Henderson completed her contract at the
hatchery and returned to the University of Wyoming for her senior yea
Thanks to Alysia for all her hard work!




